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Information that is displayed here has been compiled and analyzed from the well known and accurate 
website entitled http://www.city-data.com for the sole purpose of reviewing the advantages and 
disadvantages of an Open Carry policy for firearms in States that fully allow Open Carry to States 
where it's banned and everything in between.

The purpose of this report and analysis is to determine if the State of Oklahoma would be better off in 
adopting an Open Carry society or not.  The types of crimes measured are across the board and not 
limited to gun related crimes only.  Why?  To show that while a crime like Arson isn't necessarily gun 
related, the fact that setting a house on fire may draw an armed citizenry to the perpetrator can be 
enough of a deterrent to lower the instances of such crimes, versus States where this condition wouldn't 
be possible.  

The following data will be organized under self explanatory headers, where the crime index is 
measured against a National average.  Then each bracket will have it's own average to show the overall 
effect of it's type of firearm policy.  This data is fully objective and verifiable through http://www.city-
data.com at anytime by anyone with Internet access.  

Not every State is listed, such as Hawaii due to the fact that no crime data tables are available for those 
cities.  Other missing states, such as California, aren't included because the laws aren't consistent in it's 
intent and enforcement.  California isn't an Open Carry society in the cities, but is Open Carry allowed 
in rural areas only.  However, most residents there don't know this and the city crime data doesn't 
accurately show the effects of a law where it's not practiced, as the local authorities don't want it 
practiced to the point of citing citizens with civil infractions or worse against those who do want to 
Open Carry their firearms for personal protection in a rural area.  Such catch 22 societies don't meet the 
criteria for this analysis and therefor aren't included for the sake of consistency.  

Most States however, are fully represented with the crime rates of their Capital Cities.  If the data 
available has a year in brackets (ie 2005) that means the data for 2006 and 2007 wasn't available at the 
time of this writing, and may become available at a future date.  Only one instance where the Capital 
City had no crime data where other cities of similar population did, and that is noted in the listing.  

- Daniel A Roberts



Banned States:            Overall Crime Index Per Capital |          US Average:  320.9

District of Columbia 670.3    
New York 538.7
South Carolina 625.2
Florida 592.5
Arkansas 909.2
Texas 467.1
Oklahoma 565.8
Maryland 595.8

Overall Crime Bracket Average: 620.6

Unlicensed Open Carry States:

Alaska 337.6
Montana 301.2
Idaho 261.3
Wyoming 276.1
Sough Dakota 265.5
Nevada 220.3 (City of Henderson, crime data on Capital not available.)
Arizona 546.1
New Mexico 496.8  (2005)
Kentucky 310.9  (2005)
Virgina 549.8
Vermont 254.7

Overall Crime Bracket Average: 347.3

Licensed Open Carry:

Washington State 316.5
Oregon 343.4
Nebraska 372.1
Kansas 497.4
Missouri 372.8
Wisconsin 293.9
Louisiana 658.3
Michigan 507.2
Ohio 668.1
Alabama  526.0 
New Hampshire 180.4   (License required only for a loaded weapon in vehicle.)
Delaware 443.4
West Virginia 577.6
North Carolina 339.0

Overall Crime Bracket Average: 459.7



Open Carry But With Significant Restrictions 
(Hard or Impossible to Open Carry Unless Privileged)

Utah 672.1
Minnesota 471.4
Iowa 537.5
Indiana 702.6
Tennessee 674.7
Mississippi 703.5
Georgia 862.6
Massachusetts 523.9
Connecticut 661.8
Rhode Island 414.0
New Jersey 590.4

Overall Crime Bracket Average: 619.5

Next we're going to chart the best stats and worst stats for each bracket and compare the results.  That 
way we can see from one extreme to the other how the laws reflect the crime rates.  The best, of course 
having the lowest crime rate for their bracket, and the worst having the highest crime rate.  We'll also 
see the stretch of years from as far back as 1999 in most examples for each year to give an idea of what 
the crime trend has been like for a long period of time.

Afterwards, we'll look at Oklahoma City and see the unique differences and come to a logical 
conclusion based on the facts available.



Best and Worst of the Banned States Total Crime Data:

Best:  Albany, New York

Worst:  Little Rock, Arkansas



Best and Worst of the Unlicensed Open Carry States Total Crime Data:

Best:  Henderson, Nevada

Worst: Richmond, Virginia



Best and Worst of the Licensed States Total Crime Data

Best:  Concord, New Hampshire

Worst: Columbus, Ohio



Best and Worst of the Open Carry But With Significant Restrictions Total Crime Data
(Note:  The restrictions are so severe that these states aren't considered truly open carry.)

Best: Providence, Rhode Island

Worst:  Atlanta, Georgia



Summary:

Measuring the statistics of crime and the overall effect of the States in America where you can openly 
carry a firearm with no restrictions on an American's Rights proves beyond the shadow of doubt that 
crime is indeed much lower in these areas across the board.

Even in the highest crime statistic for this bracket, Oklahoma is still 16 points higher in the crime 
statistics, with a whopping 335.5 points higher than the lowest crime rate in the Unrestricted Open 
Carry bracket of States.  

New Hampshire is in the Licensed Open Carry bracket only for the one exception in its state law that 
one must have a license to transport a loaded firearm in their vehicle.  Other than that, law abiding 
Americans in New Hampshire can strap on a firearm and conduct their business in public without a 
license.  

In all of the Open Carry brackets, Law Enforcement may only temporarily confiscate the gun and run 
an ID check only to confirm the American is fully law abiding and has no felony convictions or any 
other disqualification that would separate them from a 'law abiding' status.  Once their status is 
confirmed as legitimate, the firearm is instantly returned to the owner and no further interaction is 
required or pursued.  

While Oklahoma is the second lowest in the crime rate for the Banned Open Carry bracket, it's still 
244.9 points over the national average.  Oklahoma is also 385.4 points over the lowest crime rate in our 
country's Capitals.  

Little Rock, Arkansas is a prime example of what could happen in any city in Oklahoma in the Banned 
bracket.  Crime was lower back in 1999 (although still more than twice the national average), bucking 
the trend compared to most other states, and increased over time to become one of the worst crime 
rates in the country.

Among all the trends that were noticed was the fact that crime was significantly high in 1999 in most 
places, and after 2001, crime traditionally went down in most places.  How much the role of the 
terrorist attacks played on crime reduction is not fully known, but here is the trend for Oklahoma City.



The trend for Oklahoma actually saw an increase in crime after 2001 which was against the national 
norm, then a decline in 2005 and afterwards.  This data is not promising, having a ban on an Open 
Carry society has not had a true, positive outcome for Oklahoma City.  

The benefits from an Open Carry society without restrictions or overly thick regulations clearly 
outweighs the down sides.  Every single State and their Capital that has an Open Carry society has a 
lower crime rate than Oklahoma City.  

How Open Carry works is more of a deterrent than anything else.  Criminals who want to commit a 
crime hide their weapons until they want to use them, concealing the gun up to the point where they 
finally break the law and endanger lives.  Law Abiding citizens should not have to hide their protection 
with a Concealed Weapons Permit.  It puts them on the same level with the criminals to a degree, in 
which their defenses aren't visible until they are forced to react to save their life or the life of another.  

With weapons visible on law abiding citizens, it's known to the criminals whom can defend themselves 
with lethal force when their lives and/or property are physically threatened.  An adjusted and adopted 
society to Open Carry would make crime much more difficult.  Any petty criminal who walks into a 
gas station looking to rob it with his concealed handgun sees the cashier is armed, the guy delivering 
the bread is armed, the store stock guy is armed, the manager who is reviewing the delivery chart is 
armed, and 2 out of 3 customers waiting in line are armed, will know that he has little to no chance of 
surviving a robbery attempt.  The crime is deterred pretty much anywhere he goes in a State with such 
laws.  Criminals are at heart cowards and only strike when they are desperate, but mostly when they 
feel the odds are clearly in their favor.  By removing the guess work of their odds, we also remove 
enough crimes of opportunity to lower the crime statistics to below the national average in most of 
these States.

With a reduction in crime due to an Open Carry society, local police departments will find enforcement 
a lot easier to deal with.  It's a common reaction to have law enforcement not liking the idea of citizens 
openly walking around visibly armed, and they may feel that it may encourage vigilante style shootings 
or unwanted civilian help during a crime in progress.  If this was to be the case, the States with an 
unrestricted Open Carry society would be infused with issues of this nature which would result in their 
legislature taking steps to change the law for the sake of public safety.  However, this is not the case. 
Those Americans seriously take their responsibility for practicing their Rights in a safe, defensive 
manner.  Law enforcement in these states aren't imbued with hordes of vigilantes.  What they are 
imbued with consists of neighborhoods with crime rates well below the national average, something 
not seen in Oklahoma.

The Open Carry but with Significant Restrictions bracket goes to show what happens when a Right is 
so regulated and controlled that it may as well not exist.  The average for that bracket isn't much 
different than the bracket on the states where Open Carry is banned.  Crime is uniformly high in most 
of those States with only a few exceptions, but with every single State still well above the national 
average for crime.  

Conclusion:  After reviewing the evidence and effects of an Unlicensed Open Carry society compared 
to all others, including Licensed Open Carry which is the second best policy and may seem to make 
better sense, but somehow fails the standards for being the most effective in crime deterrent, draws the 
inescapable conclusion that Oklahoma would be better served and well rewarded by abandoning it's 
current restrictive regulations and joining in the better ranks of an armed and trusted citizenry.  


